
Violence Against Children
Reported in the Media for June 2025

Welcome to this edition of our newsletter, where we highlight the alarming trends of violence against children in Sri
Lanka. Our team monitors and analyses incidents from media reports, police records, and community alerts to compile
verified cases of abuse, neglect and exploitation. Using the UNICEF International Classification of Violence Against
Children, we categorise these incidents to identify patterns and advocate for systemic change. Through this newsletter,
we aim to raise awareness, promote accountability and ensure a safer future for every child. 

Ethical Reporting of Children's Issues

Unethical journalism, such as sensationalising stories, revealing identities, or using inappropriate images, can
retraumatize victims and violate their rights. In response, ECPAT Sri Lanka, with support from UNICEF, organised
training sessions for over 100 journalists. The sessions covered forms of child abuse and the media’s role in shaping
public perception, legal frameworks and ethical guidelines for reporting and child-sensitive interviewing techniques and
investigating online abuse. This initiative emphasised rights-based reporting to ensure media professionals uphold the
dignity and safety of children. Journalists were equipped to report responsibly, with empathy and integrity, ensuring
children’s dignity and protection are always prioritised.

Overview of Key Issues
The safety and well-being of Sri Lanka’s children are under severe threat. Recent reports reveal a disturbing surge in
crimes, accidents and systemic failures affecting minors. From sexual exploitation to fatal negligence, the incidents
underscore the urgent need for stronger child protection laws, better school safety measures and societal awareness.
Below is a summary of the critical issues documented in June 2025:
1. Sexual Abuse and Exploitation: Minors face rape, trafficking, and digital abuse, including AI-generated sexual

images shared among students.
2. Violence in Schools and Homes: Children endure brutal assaults by teachers, parents, and strangers in both

educational and domestic settings.
3. School Safety Failures: Negligence leads to mass food poisoning, drunk driving incidents, and students consuming

toxic substances.
4. Drugs Targeting Students: Vendors are supplying narcotics to schoolchildren, with police seizing pills, cannabis, and

other drugs.
5. Negligence and Fatal Accidents: Children die from preventable incidents, including animal-related injuries,

drownings, and medical neglect.
6. Mental Health and Suicides: Exam stress, domestic conflicts, and trauma drive children to self-harm and suicide.
7. Systemic and Societal Gaps: Delayed justice, unsafe schools, and parental neglect leave children unprotected and

vulnerable.

An Overview of Accidents Involving Children - January to June

From January to June 2025, our media monitoring revealed a troubling pattern of accidents involving children across Sri
Lanka. These incidents, often preventable, have led to a significant number of injuries and tragic fatalities—especially
from road traffic crashes, drowning, and electrocution. Many of the affected children were teenagers, while others were
as young as toddlers, highlighting the widespread and urgent need for stronger safety measures at home, in schools,
and on our roads.

The detailed analysis of these accidents is presented below, offering insights into the nature of the incidents, the
demographics of the victims, and the settings in which these tragedies occurred.

The documented incidents highlight a deeply entrenched crisis of child safety in Sri Lanka. The violations are widespread,
cross-cutting across all age groups, locations and social classes. Protecting children requires not only strengthening legal and
institutional mechanisms but also transforming cultural norms, adult behavior, and accountability systems across the board.
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