
Violence Against Children
Media Coverage in September 2025

Media monitoring for September 2025 revealed a continued pattern of violence against children (VAC) across Sri
Lanka, with 49 incidents affecting dozens of victims nationwide. The data once again point to family-based abuse,
sexual exploitation, neglect, and physical assaults as recurring issues. Worryingly, these incidents span all parts of
the country—from Colombo to Batticaloa, Kurunegala, and Monaragala, showing that violence against children
remains a pervasive and deeply entrenched national crisis.

The photograph captures a focused moment from the training program for media professionals representing the
Northern Province, organized by ECPAT Sri Lanka. The session emphasized the importance of ethical and child-
sensitive reporting, encouraging participants to approach stories involving children with responsibility, empathy, and
respect for their rights. The interactive discussions helped strengthen journalists’ understanding of how media narratives
can protect or endanger the dignity and safety of children.

Highlights from September 2025 Media Reports

Most incidents were perpetrated by individual offenders, primarily parents, relatives, or teachers, while a notable
portion involved groups or peer networks. Homes, communities, and educational settings were the main environments
where abuse occurred, highlighting persistent gaps in child supervision and safety. The growing presence of digital
exploitation and online grooming was also evident, signalling an evolving form of risk in both urban and rural areas.

In September, ECPAT Sri Lanka’s media monitoring team reviewed 49 media-reported cases of violence against
children, analyzed under UNICEF’s ICVAC framework to ensure reliability and consistency in classification. The data
shed light on both individual tragedies and broader structural issues that contribute to the cycle of abuse

Key Findings from the September 2025 Data
Gender: Girls accounted for 52% of reported victims, primarily affected by sexual abuse and neglect. Boys

represented 41%, facing more physical assaults and peer violence.

Age: Adolescents aged 15–18 years were most at risk, often targeted through sexual exploitation, peer

harassment, and online grooming.

Settings: Nearly 40% of incidents occurred in homes, followed by community spaces (18%), schools (15%),

and digital environments (7%).

Perpetrators: In 60% of cases, the abuser was an individual—often someone the child knew; 38% involved

groups or collective acts of violence.

Districts with highest incidents: Colombo (6), Kalutara (5), Kurunegala (5), and Batticaloa (4) led the count,

with additional reports from Gampaha, Jaffna, Monaragala, and Puttalam (3 each).

Forms of violence: Sexual abuse, neglect, and physical punishment were the dominant forms, cutting across

all social and geographic boundaries.

The September data point to a troubling link between poverty, migration, and family stress as key drivers of child
exploitation and abuse. Shifting family structures continue to heighten risks for children, especially in areas with
limited protection services. In districts such as Jaffna, Batticaloa, and Nuwara Eliya, low awareness and weak safety
nets further contribute to underreporting—highlighting the urgent need for stronger community-based interventions.

This newsletter summarises incidents reported by Sri Lankan media sources and does notrepresent verified or
investigated cases by ECPAT Sri Lanka.
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