
Violence Against Children
Media Coverage in October 2025

October 2025 revealed a concerning rise in violence against children across Sri Lanka, with 64 incidents affecting 177
victims. Three major school-related food poisoning incidents accounted for many cases, underscoring serious gaps in
institutional safety. Sexual abuse remained a major issue, mainly affecting girls aged 11–14, while boys were more
often harmed in physical abuse cases occurring in community settings. Schools recorded the highest number of
victims due to these large-scale incidents. PEaCE | ECPAT Sri Lanka’s media team compiles and analyses this
information daily using UNICEF’s ICVAC framework, ensuring reliable, evidence-based insights for strengthening
child protection. Previous newsletters are available on our website at https://ecpat.lk/newsletters/.

Awareness-raising is one of the four pillars of PEaCE | ECPAT Sri Lanka, which continues to have a strong impact
nationwide. Over the past 15 months, the organisation has reached 5,709 parents across all 25 districts, of whom
4,612 are mothers, recognising the vital role mothers play in protecting children from sexual exploitation and abuse.
Our teams travel to rural and remote communities to ensure no parent is left behind. This photo captures one such
session, where mothers listen attentively and engage with our staff on keeping their children safe.
 

This newsletter provides a data-driven analysis of child protection incidents reported through media monitoring during
October 2025. A total of 64 separate incidents were reported, affecting a calculated total of 177 victims across the
country.

Key Highlights – Violence Against Children Snapshot
Neglect and Sexual Abuse dominated the month, with Neglect topping the list (16 incidents) and Sexual Abuse close
behind (15), reflecting ongoing gaps in child supervision and protection.
A single major school-related neglect case led to 45 children being hospitalised, significantly impacting the total victim
count and highlighting weak safety standards in educational settings.
Physical Abuse remained a concern with 11 cases, mainly affecting younger children within home environments.
Most perpetrators were known to the child, including family members (13 incidents) and teachers/coaches and other
authority figures (12 incidents)—reinforcing the need for stronger safeguarding measures in homes and schools.
Strangers and unknown perpetrators together accounted for 20 incidents, reminding us that community-level vigilance and
public-space safety remain essential.
Monaragala (10), Colombo (7), and Jaffna/Kurunegala/Puttalam (5 each) emerged as the main hotspots, showing where
intensified monitoring and targeted interventions are urgently needed.

A Call to Action
The data from October 2025 reinforces that child vulnerability is high and multifaceted, spanning neglect, sexual
abuse, and physical harm. The pervasive involvement of both Family Members and Persons with Formal Authority
highlights a systemic failure to protect children in spaces they are supposed to trust, the home and the school.
We urge all stakeholders to

Strengthen institutional accountability by tightening vetting and closely monitoring all teachers, coaches, and

authority figures to ensure children’s safety.

Boost family support by investing in community-based parenting and counselling programs to reduce neglect and

violence at home.

Focus intervention and awareness campaigns in high-incident districts, particularly Monaragala and Colombo.
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