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We are pleased to present Child Protection Watch, now published as a quarterly newsletter. This shift from monthly
updates enables deeper analysis of trends, patterns, and emerging risks related to violence against children in Sri
Lanka.

Drawing on systematic media monitoring, this edition consolidates data over a longer period to generate clearer
insights that support prevention, strengthen responses, and inform evidence-based decision-making.

Following the devastating floods caused by Cyclone Ditwah, children in the Kolonnawa Divisional Secretariat Division
experienced severe disruption to their education and well-being.

Through our emergency response, nearly 6,000 children received essential school materials and psychosocial support,
enabling them to return to learning with dignity and stability. The image reflects not only recovery, but resilience,
children regaining continuity and hope.

Key Findings
February recorded the highest number of victims, largely due to multi-child incidents.

Sexual abuse was the most reported form of violence, followed by neglect.

Adolescents (11–18) were the most affected, particularly in sexual abuse cases.

Girls were more frequently affected, though many cases lacked gender data.

Community settings recorded the highest incidents, followed by homes and schools.

Most perpetrators were known to the child, including family members, teachers, and peers.

Colombo and Kalutara reported the highest incidents, while Kandy recorded high victim counts due to a single

major case.

Between January and March 2026, a total of 105 incidents were reported, affecting 224 children across Sri Lanka.
Monthly trends show fluctuations, with February recording the highest number of victims.

The analysis reveals that Sexual Abuse and Neglect are the most prevalent forms of violence reported, accounting for a
significant portion of the total incidents. Physical Abuse also remains a serious concern.

Girls were more frequently reported in individual incidents, particularly in cases of sexual abuse. However, several
group incidents did not specify gender, resulting in a high proportion of “unspecified” victims. This highlights both
gendered vulnerability and gaps in media reporting.

Children aged 11–18 years appeared most frequently in reported incidents, especially in sexual abuse cases. However,
many media reports did not specify age, which affected the accuracy of victim profiling.

Violence against children occurs across multiple environments. The highest number of incidents was reported in
community settings, followed by educational institutions and homes.

This distribution highlights the need for coordinated prevention across all social environments where children live,
learn, and interact.

Violence against children is a nationwide concern, with higher concentrations in certain districts. Colombo, Kalutara,
and Kandy recorded the highest number of reported incidents during this period.

Child protection risks are becoming more complex and interconnected:
Digital exploitation is rising, including online grooming and AI-generated abuse content.

School-related risks persist, including corporal punishment, accidents, and abuse by authority figures.

Neglect among young children remains high, often linked to unsafe environments and inadequate supervision.

Adolescent vulnerability is increasing, including suicide and exploitative relationships, particularly among girls.

Justice system delays continue to weaken deterrence and slow recovery for victims.

These trends underscore the need for stronger laws, safer environments, and more responsive protection
systems.

Police action was reported in approximately 84% of cases, indicating a generally strong immediate response.

Arrests were the most common intervention, and many cases progressed to court, suggesting some level of legal
follow-up. However, a significant number of cases remain under investigation or result in bail.

In addition, gaps in reporting (16% of cases) limit full visibility. While initial response appears robust, the consistency
and clarity of case outcomes remain uncertain.
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